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The US Invasion of Iraq in 2003
The arguments made by President Bush for invading Iraq in 2003 were tied around two main reasons. The first reason why President Bush and his administration said prompted the United States’ move to declare war on Iraq was to stop Saddam Hussein from building weapons of mass destruction (Murray & Robert, 2003). This reason is founded within the fact that the United States is the world’s super power and hence it checks on the weaponry missions of all other countries to see that no nation engages in the development of weapons of mass destruction that can threat the world’s state of security. The second reason why President Bush and his administration made the decision to invade Iraq in 2003 was to cut Saddam’s ties to terrorism (Murray & Robert, 2003). In this respect, President Bush and his administration argue that Saddam had strong links with Al-Qaeda, a terrorist militia that posed a great threat to the democracy of the Middle East region.
However, when the United States successfully invaded Iraq and led to the killing of Saddam Hussein, The U.S. army did not succeed in getting any weapons of mass destruction in Iraq or in Saddam’s territories (Tuathail, 2003). This is one of the greatest evidence that is used by the critics of President Bush’s decision to attack Iraq. In addition, the United States did not find any evidence which showed that Saddam had links with Al-Qaeda (Tuathail, 2003). This failure to justify Saddam’s ties to terrorism is another evidence that is used by critics of the war to strongly refute the arguments made by President Bush and his administration for going into war with Iraq in the year 2003.
The U.S. decision to go to war with Iraq had both benefits and costs to the U.S., Iraq, and Iraq’s neighborhood. The US benefited from the war by gaining control of the Iraq’s oil mines. In addition, the war reduced the long-term containment costs incurred in the Middle East region (Nordhaus, 2003). On the other hand, Iraq and Iraq’s neighborhood benefited from the war by acquiring democratic values and becoming more secure due to the enhanced regional security in the Middle East region. However, this war had serious negative implications to the United States. The main cost of the war to the United States was the panic in the US financial markets (Nordhaus,2003), the panic of which contributed to the US economic crisis of 2008. On the other hand, the cost of the war to Iraq was the destruction of the country’s infrastructure which took time and money to rebuild. In addition, Iraq witnessed many casualties who died in the war. On Iraq’s neighbors, the war had the negative effect of increased immigration of the Iraqis who fled from the war to seek refuge in neighboring nations.
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